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4100 REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL CASE PLANNING 
4110 Developing a Plan And Ongoing Case Planning 
 

A. The case plan is developed by the agency legally responsible for custody and 
supervision of the child.   

 
1. The department may conduct ongoing case planning and consultation 

with those persons or agencies required to report CA/N, with 
consultants designated by the department, and with designated 
representatives of Washington Indian Tribes if the client information 
exchanged is pertinent to cases currently receiving CPS or department 
case services for the developmentally disabled.   

 
2. Upon request, the department shall conduct such planning and 

consultation with those persons required to report CA/N if the 
department determines it is in the best interest of the child or disabled 
person.  

 
3. The department shall consult with the care provider regarding the 

child’s case plan.  As an integral part of the foster care team, foster 
parents shall, if appropriate and they desire to, participate in the service 
plan of the child and the child's family. 

RCW 13.34.120; RCW 26.44.030; RCW 74.13.280; RCW 74.13.330 
 

B. If the child is dependent pursuant to a proceeding under chapter 13.34 RCW, 
the department or agency shall keep the care provider informed regarding 
the dates and location of dependency review and permanency planning 
hearings pertaining to the child. 

RCW 74.13.280 
 
4120 Confidentiality 
 

A. Except as provided in RCW 70.24.105 regarding confidentiality and HIV 
information, DCFS and child placing agencies shall share information about 
the child and the child's family with out-of-home care providers regarding 
developing, monitoring, and revising a child's case plan.  Upon any 
placement, the department of social and health services shall inform each 
out-of-home provider if the child to be placed in that provider’s care is 
infected with a blood-borne pathogen for which the child was tested if 
known by the department.  These providers include foster parents, relative 
care providers, and group home staff. 

RCW 26.44.030; RCW 74.13.280 
 

1. A CA social worker, a child placing agency worker, or a guardian ad 
litem who is responsible for making or reviewing placement case-
planning decisions or recommendations to the court regarding a child, 
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who is less than 14 years of age, has a sexually transmitted disease, and 
is in the custody of the department or a licensed child placing agency 
may receive information regarding the child, diagnosis, or treatment 
relating to HIV infection or any other confirmed sexually transmitted 
disease. 

 
2. The social worker or medical provider may also provide information 

regarding HIV or sexually transmitted diseases of the child less than 14 
years of age to a person responsible for providing residential care for 
such a child when the department or a licensed child placing agency 
determines that it is necessary for the provision of child care services. 

RCW 70.24.105 
 

B. If the department conducts case planning and consultation upon the request 
of a mandated reporter, information considered privileged by statute and not 
directly related to reports required by RCW 26.44.030 shall not be divulged 
without a valid written waiver of the privilege, except under conditions 
described below. 

 
C. Whenever information is shared with a child's out-of-home care provider, all 

persons receiving such information shall keep the information confidential 
and not disclose or disseminate the information except as authorized by law. 

RCW 26.44.030; RCW 74.13.280 
 

D. Consistent with the provisions of chapter 42.17 RCW and applicable federal 
law, the department shall disclose information regarding the abuse, neglect, 
or near fatality (see Appendix A for the definition) of a child, the 
investigation of the abuse or neglect, and any services related to the abuse or 
neglect of a child if any one of the following factors is present: 

 
1. The subject of the report has been charged in an accusatory instrument 

with committing a crime related to a report maintained by the 
department in its case and management information system (CAMIS); 

 
2. The investigation of the abuse or neglect of the child by the department 

or the provision of services by the department has been publicly 
disclosed in a report required to be disclosed in the course of their 
official duties, by a law enforcement agency or official, a prosecuting 
attorney, any other state or local investigative agency or official, or by a 
judge of the superior court; 

 
3. There has been a prior knowing, voluntary public disclosure by an 

individual concerning a report of child abuse or neglect in which such 
individual is named as the subject of the report; or 
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4. The child named in the report has died and the child’s death resulted 
from abuse or neglect or the child was in the care of, or receiving 
services from, the department at the time of death or within 12 months 
before death. 

RCW 74.13.500 
 

E. The department is not required to disclose information if the factors in 
paragraph D above are present or if the department specifically determines 
the disclosure is contrary to the best interests of the child, the child’s 
siblings, or other children in the household. 

RCW 74.13.500 
 

F. Except for cases in paragraph (D.4.) above, requests for information under 
this section shall specifically identify the case about which information is 
sought and the facts that support a determination that one of the factors 
specified in paragraph D is present. 

RCW 74.13.500 
 

G. For purposes of paragraphs D. E. and F. above, the following information 
shall be disclosable: 

 
1. The name of the abused or neglected child; 

 
2. The determination made by the department of the referrals, if any, for 

abuse or neglect; 
 

3. Identification of child protective or other services provided or actions, if 
any, taken regarding the child named in the report and his or her family 
as a result of any such report or reports.  These records include but are 
not limited to administrative reports of fatality, fatality review reports, 
case files, inspection reports, and reports relating to social work practice 
issues; and 

 
4. Any actions taken by the department in response to reports of abuse or 

neglect of the child. 
RCW 74.13.505 

 
H. In determining under paragraphs D. E. and F. above, whether disclosure will 

be contrary to the best interests of the child, the department must consider 
the effects which disclosure may have on efforts to reunite and provide 
services to the family. 

RCW 74.13.510 
 

I. For purposes of paragraph D.4. above, the department must make the fullest 
possible disclosure consistent with chapter 42.17 RCW and applicable 
federal law in cases of all fatalities of children who were in the care of, or 
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receiving services from, the department at the time of their death or within 
12 months previous to the death. 

 
1. If the department specifically determines that disclosure of the name of 

the deceased child is contrary to the best interests of the child’s siblings 
or other children in the household, the department may remove 
personally identifying information. 

 
2. For the purposes of this paragraph, “personally identifying information” 

means the name, street address, Social Security number, and day of 
birth of the child who died and of private persons who are relatives of 
the child in the child welfare records. “Personally identifying 
information” shall not include the month or year of birth of the child 
who has died. Once this personally identifying information is removed, 
the remainder of the records pertaining to a child who has died must be 
released regardless of whether the remaining facts in the records are 
embarrassing to the unidentifiable other private parties or to identifiable 
public workers who handled the case. 

RCW 74.13.515 
 

J. Except as it applies directly to the cause of the abuse or neglect of the child 
and any actions taken by the department in response to the reports of abuse 
or neglect of the child, nothing in paragraphs D through I of this section is 
deemed to authorize the release or disclosure of the substance or content of 
any psychological, psychiatric, therapeutic, clinical, or medical reports, 
evaluations, or like materials, or information pertaining to the child or the 
child’s family. 

RCW 74.13.520 
 

K. The department, when acting in good faith, is immune from any criminal or 
civil liability, except as provided under RCW 42.17.340, for the purposes of 
paragraphs D through I of this section. 

RCW 74.13.525 
L. The department shall: 

 
1. Allow the Child and Family Services Ombudsman or the ombudsman’s 

designee to communicate privately with any child in the custody of the 
department for the purposes of carrying out its duties under chapter 
43.06A RCW; 

 
2. Permit the ombudsman or the ombudsman’s designee physical access to 

state institutions serving children and state licensed facilities or 
residences for the purpose of carrying out its duties under this chapter; 

 
3. Upon the ombudsman’s request, grant the ombudsman or the 

ombudsman’s designee the right to access, inspect, and copy all relevant 
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information, records, or documents in the possession or control of the 
department that the ombudsman considers necessary in an investigation; 
and 

 
4. Grant the Office of the Family and Children’s Ombudsman unrestricted 

on-line access to the Case and Management Information System 
(CAMIS) for the purpose of carrying out its duties under chapter 
43.06A RCW. 

RCW 43.06A.100 
 
4130 Permanency Planning 
 

It is an expression of legislative intent that the family unit is a fundamental 
resource to be nurtured.  The family unit should remain intact unless a child's 
right to conditions of basic nurture, physical and mental health, or safety is 
jeopardized and should remain intact in the absence of compelling evidence to the 
contrary.  When this right of basic wellbeing is in conflict with the legal rights of 
the parents, the rights and safety of the child should prevail.  In making 
reasonable efforts under chapter 13.34 RCW, the child’s health and safety shall be 
the paramount concern. 

RCW 13.34.020 
 

A. A permanency plan shall be developed no later than 60 days from the time 
the supervising agency assumes responsibility for providing services, 
including placing the child, or at the time of a hearing under RCW 
13.34.130, whichever occurs first.  The permanency planning process 
continues until a permanency planning goal is achieved or dependency is 
dismissed.  The planning process shall include reasonable efforts to return 
the child to the parent's home. 

RCW 13.34.145 
 

B. Whenever a child is placed in out-of-home care pursuant to RCW 13.34.130, 
the agency that has custody of the child shall provide the court with a written 
permanency plan of care directed towards securing a safe, stable, and 
permanent home for the child as soon as possible.  The plan shall identify 
one of the following outcomes as a primary goal and may identify additional 
outcomes as alternative goals: 

 
1. Return of the child to the home of the child's parent, guardian, or legal 

custodian;  
 

2. Adoption;  
 

3. Permanent legal custody;  
 

4. Guardianship; or  
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5. Long-term relative or foster care placement, until the child is age 18, 

with a written agreement between the parties and the care provider; a 
responsible living skills program; and independent living, if appropriate 
and if the child is age 16 or older.   

 
6. Whenever a permanency plan identifies independent living as a goal, the 

plan shall also specifically identify the services that will be provided to 
assist the child to make a successful transition from foster care to 
independent living. 

 
a. Before the court approves independent living as a permanency plan 

of care, the court shall make a finding that the provisions of 
services to assist the child in making a transition from foster care to 
independent living will allow the child to manage his or her 
financial, personal, social, educational, and non-financial affairs.  
The department shall not discharge a child to an independent living 
situation before the child is 18 years of age unless the child 
becomes emancipated pursuant to Chapter 13.64 RCW. 

RCW 13.34.145 
 

b. For definitions of “guardianship,” “permanent custody order,” and 
“permanent legal custody” as they relate to permanency planning, 
see Appendix A. 

 
c. Independent living services include assistance in achieving basic 

educational requirements such as a GED, enrollment in vocational 
and technical training programs offered at community and 
vocational colleges, and obtaining and maintaining employment; 
and accomplishing basic life skills such as money management, 
nutrition, preparing meals, and cleaning house.  A baseline skill 
level in ability to function productively and independently shall be 
determined at entry.  Performance shall be measured and must 
demonstrate improvement from involvement in the program.  Each 
recipient shall have a plan for achieving independent living skills 
by the time the recipient reaches age twenty-one.  The plan shall be 
written within the first thirty days of placement and reviewed every 
ninety days.  A recipient who fails to consistently adhere to the 
elements of the plan shall be subject to reassessment by the 
professional staff of the program and may be declared ineligible to 
receive services.  

RCW 74.13.031 
 

C. See section 4426 below, for placement documentation requirements. 
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D. The approval of a permanency plan that does not contemplate return of the 
child to the parent does not relieve the supervising agency of its obligation to 
provide reasonable services under RCW 13.34, intended to effectuate the 
return of the child to the parent, including, but not limited to, visitation 
rights.  

RCW 13.34.145 
 

E. Nothing in Chapter 13.34 RCW may be construed to limit the ability of the 
agency that has custody of the child to file a petition for termination of 
parental rights or a guardianship petition at any time following the 
establishment of dependency.  Upon the filing of such a petition, a fact-
finding hearing shall be scheduled and held in accordance with Chapter 
13.34 RCW unless the agency requests dismissal of the petition prior to the 
hearing or unless the parties enter an agreed order terminating parental 
rights, establishing guardianship, or otherwise resolving the matter. 

RCW 13.34.145 
 

F. The court hearing the dependency petition may hear and determine issues 
related to Chapter 26.10 RCW in a dependency proceeding as necessary to 
facilitate a permanency plan for the child or children as part of the 
dependency disposition order or a dependency review order or as otherwise 
necessary to implement a permanency plan of care for the child. 

 
1. The parents, guardians, or legal custodian of the child must agree, 

subject to court approval, to establish a permanent custody order.  This 
agreed order may have the concurrence of the other parties to the 
dependency including the supervising agency, the guardian ad litem of 
the child, and the child if age 12 or older, and must also be in the best 
interest of the child.  

 
2. If the petitioner for a custody order under Chapter 26.10 RCW is not a 

party to the dependency proceeding, he or she must agree on the record 
or by the filing of a declaration to the entry of a custody order.  Once an 
order is entered under Chapter 26.10 RCW, and the dependency petition 
dismissed, the department shall not continue to supervise the placement.  

 
3. Any court order determining issues under Chapter 26.10 RCW is subject 

to modification upon the same showing and standards as a court order 
determining Title 26 RCW issues. 

RCW 13.34.155 
 

4. Any order entered in the dependency court establishing or modifying a 
permanent custody order under Chapter 26.10 RCW shall also be filed 
in the Chapter 26.10 RCW action by the prevailing party.  Once filed, 
any order establishing or modifying permanent legal custody shall 
survive dismissal of the dependency proceeding. 
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RCW 13.34.155 
 
4140 Information Sharing 
 

In order to facilitate communication of information needed to serve the best 
interest of any child who is the subject of a dependency case filed under this 
chapter, the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) shall, consistent 
with state and federal law governing the release of confidential information, 
establish guidelines, and shall use those guidelines for the facilitation of 
communication of relevant information among divisions, providers, the courts, the 
family, caregivers, caseworkers, and others. 

RCW 13.34 and RCW 26.44 
 
4200 COURT CASE PLANS 
 
4210 Written Case Plans 
 
4211 Court-Involved Cases 
 

Written case plans for court-involved cases shall include: 
 

A. The child's name, age, date of birth, ethnicity, and primary language. 
 

B. The parents' name, ethnicity, and primary languages. 
 

C. A description of all reasonable efforts that have or are being made to prevent 
or eliminate the need for removal of the child from the home. 

 
D. A statement of the specific harms to the child that the interventions are 

designed to alleviate.   
 

E. A description of the risk assessment completed as a result of any child abuse 
investigation. 

 
F. A discussion of why, without services, the child would be a candidate for 

out-of-home placement. 
 

G. A description of the specific programs for both the parents and the child that 
are needed in order to prevent serious harm to the child.  The description 
shall identify services chosen and approved by the parent. 

 
H. The reasons such programs are likely to be useful. 

 
I. A discussion of how the services offered are culturally appropriate. 

 
J. The availability of any proposed services.  
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K. The agency's plan for ensuring that the services will be delivered.  

 
L. A description of the time frames and goals for each service intervention 

provided.  
 

M. Behavior that will be expected before determination that supervision of the 
family will no longer be necessary. 

RCW 13.34.145; RCW 74.14A.025; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 
 
4212 Additional Considerations for Recommendation to Remove the Child From 

Their Home 
 

A description of why the child cannot be adequately protected at home. 
 

A. The in-home services considered and why they have been rejected as 
options. 

 
B. The preventive services that have been offered or provided and have failed 

to prevent the need for out-of-home placement, unless the health, safety, and 
welfare of the child cannot be protected adequately in the home. 

RCW 13.34.145 
 

C. The parent's attitude towards placement of the child. 
 

D. A statement of the likely harms that the child will suffer as a result of 
removal from the home.  

 
E. A description of the nature of the parent-child attachment and the meaning 

of separation and loss to the parent and the child. 
 

F. A description of steps that will be taken to minimize harms caused by 
placement to the child. 

 
G. A description of behaviors expected before DCFS determines that 

supervision or placement is no longer necessary.  
RCW 13.34.138 

 
4213 Additional Information if the Child Has Been Removed From Their Home 
 

If removal of the child from the home has occurred, the case plan shall also 
include: 

 
A. A description of the type of home or institution in which the child is placed. 

42 USC 675, Sec. 475 
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B. A discussion of the safety and appropriateness of the placement. 
42 USC 675, Sec. 475 

 
C. A discussion of why the type of placement selected is the closest proximity 

to the parent’s home that meets the special needs of the child.   
RCW 13.34.136 

 
D. A description of the biological parents' wishes regarding the characteristics 

of the type of home selected.   
RCW 13.34.260 

 
E. A discussion of how the placement is the least restrictive (most family like) 

placement available to meet the special needs of the child. 
 RCW 74.14A.020; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 

 
A. Assurances that the child’s placement in any particular foster care setting 

takes into account the proximity to the school in which the child is enrolled 
at the time of placement. 

42 USC 675, Sect. 475 
 

F. A description of the long-term permanent plan for the child. 
RCW 13.34.136 

 
G. A description of how the supervising agency intends to carry out judicial 

determinations. 
RCW 13.34.136; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 

 
H. A description of how the agency will attempt to ensure the child receives 

safe and proper care. 
RCW 13.34.136; RCW 74.14A.020; RCW 74.14A.025; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 

 
 
 

I. A description of how all services provided to parent, child, and foster parents 
will facilitate the timely, safe return of the child to the home of the parents. 

RCW 13.34.136; RCW 13.34.130; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 
 

J. A discussion of the safety and appropriateness of the services provided to the 
child while in care to meet the special needs of the child.  Children removed 
from their home must be screened for multiple needs if they are expected to 
remain in care beyond 30 days.  Any needs of the child identified in the 
screening process need to be addressed. 

42 USC 671A 
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K. In the case of a child who has attained age 16, a discussion of the services 
needed to assist the child to prepare for or make the transition from foster 
care to independent living. 

42 USC 671A; RCW 13.34.; RCW 13.34.145 
 

L. A discussion of what progress and compliance with the case plan has been 
made. 

RCW 13.34.136 
 

M. A description of the visitation plan between the child and parents. 
RCW 13.34.136 

 
N. A list of dates the parent was notified of changes in the placement or 

visitation plan. 
RCW 13.34.136 

 
O. A list of the requirements the parents must complete before resuming 

custody of the child. 
RCW 13.34.136 

 
P. A list of the health providers for the child, the school the child is attending 

and any special health or educational needs of the child, including 
descriptions of any medications taken by the child, and the child's 
immunization records. 

42 USC 675, Sec. 475 
 

Q. A list of the steps that need to be taken before the permanency plan is 
completed. 

RCW 13.34.136 
R. The expected completion date for the permanent plan. 

RCW 13.34.136 
 
4220 Dissemination of Case Plans 
 

The written case plan is provided to all parents whose location is known.   
RCW 13.34.120 

 
4230 Out-of-Home Case Plans 
 

A. The case plan shall be updated at six (6) months from the current placement 
episode date. 

42 USC 675, Section 475 
 

B. The Health and Education section of the written case plan is provided to all 
out-of-home care providers at the time of each new placement and is sent to 
the provider following six (6) month updates of the case plan.   
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RCW 74.13.280; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 
 
4300 FAMILY RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
 

FRS shall be designed to develop skills and supports within families to resolve 
family conflicts and may include, but are not limited to, referral to services for 
suicide prevention, psychiatric or other medical care, or psychological, mental 
health, drug or alcohol treatment, welfare, legal, educational, or other social 
services, as appropriate to the needs of the child and the family, and training in 
parenting, conflict management, and dispute resolution skills.   

RCW 13.32A.040 
 
4400 OUT-OF-HOME CASE PLANNING 
 
4410 Case Plans 
 

A. CA or the agency responsible for supervising a child in out-of-home care, 
shall conduct a social study whenever a child is placed in out-of-home care 
under the supervision of the department or other agency.  The study shall be 
conducted prior to placement, or, if it is not feasible to conduct the study 
prior to placement due to the circumstances of the case, the study shall be 
conducted as soon as possible following placement. 

 
B. The social study shall include, but not be limited to, an assessment of the 

following factors: 
 

1. The safety of the child; 
 

2. The physical and emotional strengths and needs of the child to include 
all identified needs resulting from a screening within 30 days of 
placement; 

 
3. The proximity of the child's placement to the child's family to aid 

reunification; 
 

4. The possibility of placement with the child's relatives or extended 
family; 

 
5. The racial, ethnic, cultural, and religious background of the child; 

 
6. The least restrictive, safe, and most family-like placement reasonably 

available and capable of meeting the child's needs; and 
 

7. Compliance with RCW 13.34.260 regarding parental preferences for 
placement of their children. 

RCW 74.13.065; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 
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4420 Placement Planning 
 

A. To provide stability to children in out-of-home care, placement selection 
shall be made with a view toward safety and the fewest possible placements 
for the child.  If possible, the initial placement shall be viewed as the only 
placement for the child.  The use of short-term interim placements of thirty 
(30) days or less, to protect the child's health or safety while the placement 
of choice is being arranged, is not a violation of this principle.   

RCW 74.13.290; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475. 
 

B. The department may purchase care for children and shall follow in general 
the policy of using properly approved private agency services for the actual 
care and supervision of such children insofar as they are available.  CA shall 
coordinate placement planning with private agencies. 

RCW 74.13.031; RCW 74.13.300 
 
4421 Considerations before Placing a Child 
 

Before deciding whether to place a child, DCFS will consider: 
 

A. The safety of the child. 
 

B. The unmet critical needs of the child. 
 

C. Parental ability and/or availability to meet the child's needs. 
 

D. Alternatives other than placement -- in-home services are to be explored. 
 

E. Foster care respite service. 
RCW 13.34.130; 42 USC 675, Sec. 475 

 
4422 Most Family-Like Setting 
 

When out-of-home placement is necessary, children will be placed in the most 
family-like setting which also meets their needs.  The following placement 
resources are ranked in order from least restrictive (most family-like) to most 
restrictive (least family-like):  

 
A. Child's biological or adoptive parents. 

 
B. Relative placement, including any blood relative, including those of half 

blood, and including first cousins, nephews, nieces, and persons of preceding 
generations as denoted by prefixes of grand, great, or great-great; stepfather, 
stepmother, stepbrother, and stepsister; brother, sister, uncle or aunt; a 
person who legally adopts child or the child's parent as well as the natural 
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and other legally adopted children of such persons, and other relatives of the 
adoptive parents in accordance with state law; and spouses of any persons 
named herein, even if the marriage is terminated.  The proposed placement 
must be a person with whom the child has a relationship and is comfortable, 
and who is willing and available to care for the child. 

 
C. Family foster home or group care facility licensed pursuant to RCW 74.15 or 

not required to be licensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW. 
 

D. Institutional care (medical hospitals, mental health institutions, residential 
habilitation centers). 

RCW 13.32A.030; RCW 13.34.130; RCW 74.15.020(4) 
 

E. For Native American children, extended family members, as defined by law 
or custom of the child's tribe or, in the absence of such law or custom, a 
person who has reached the age of 18 and who is child's grandparent, aunt or 
uncle, brother or sister, brother-in-law or sister-in-law, niece or nephew, first 
or second cousin, or stepparent who provides care in the family abode on a 
24-hour basis to a Native American/Indian child as defined in 25 USC 
Section 1903(4). 

RCW 74.15.020(4) 
 
4423 Preferences for Placement 
 

When out-of-home placement services are necessary: 
 

A. Relative Placement 
 

1. CA will give preference to placement of the child with a relative as 
defined in RCW 74.15.020 and section 4422.  Unless there is reasonable 
cause to believe that the safety or welfare of the child would be 
jeopardized or that efforts to reunite the parent and child would be 
hindered, children shall be placed with relatives. 

RCW 13.34.130 
 

2. Relative searches will be made early in the CA involvement with the 
family and periodically throughout the time of out-of-home placement.  
See chapter 5000, section 5750, for requirements to place children 
needing shelter care with relatives. 

RCW 13.34.130 
 

B. Parental Placement Wishes-CA staff shall, absent good cause, follow the 
wishes of the natural parent regarding the placement of the child.  
Preferences such as family constellation, and religion shall be considered 
when matching children to foster homes.  Unless a compelling reason is 
identified, a child shall not be placed in a home of an identified ethnicity 
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except when the Indian Child Welfare Act guides placement preferences.  
Parental authority is appropriate in areas that are not connected with the 
abuse or neglect that resulted in the dependency and shall be integrated 
through the foster care team. 

RCW 13.34.260; 42 USC 671a 
 
4424 Best Interest of the Child 
 

The health, safety, and welfare needs of the child are met by exploring a number 
of factors when selecting a placement including: 

 
A. Consideration of the long-term permanent plan for the child. 

RCW 13.34.130 
 

B. The relationship of family to the child. 
RCW 74.14A.020 

 
C. The child and family's network of social bonds in the community.  

RCW 74.14A.020; RCW 74.14A.025 
 

D. The physical, emotional, developmental, and social needs of the child 
RCW 74.14A.020 

 
E. The child's age, sex, racial, ethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural 

background and identity.  A foster or adoptive family need not be of the 
same ethnic background as the child in order to meet the ethnic or cultural 
needs of the child.  Unless a compelling reason is identified, children will 
not be matched on the basis of race to foster or adoptive families. 

RCW 74.14A.020; RCW 74.14A.025; 42 USC 671a 
 

F. The placement history of the child. 
RCW 74.14A.020 

 
G. The availability of least restrictive and appropriate placement resources 

which will facilitate continued interaction between the parent and the child. 
RCW 13.34.130 

 
H. Continuity of school and special services needed. 

RCW 13.34.130 
 

I. Proximity to the birth parents' home and the ability to maximize 
opportunities for parent-child visitation.  

RCW 13.34.130; RCW 74.14A.020 
 

J. The child's siblings' placement status. 
RCW 74.14A.020 
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K. Consideration of how this placement resource will help preserve the 

relationship of the child to his/her family. 
RCW 74.14A.020 

 
4425 Cultural Needs of Child and Family 
 

A. CA will attempt to select placements that meet the cultural needs of the child 
and family.  See section 4424 paragraph E above.  Services include: 

 
B. Training culturally competent foster parents.  

 
C. Providing interpreters and communication services such as sign language 

translators for LEP clients. 
 

D. Selecting culturally responsive home-based and community services. 
 

E. Providing reasonable foster care maintenance payments. 
RCW 74.13.031; RCW 74.13.250; RCW 74.13.310;  

RCW 74.14A.025; RCW 74.14B.020 
 
4426 Placement Documentation 
 

A. CA shall document efforts to place the child with a family best able to meet 
the child's unique needs, considering the factors listed above. 

RCW 74.14A.025 
 

B. CA shall document efforts to place the child with a relative, describing if 
particular relative placements would be detrimental or if relatives are not 
available. 

RCW 74.15.020 
 

C. For a child whose permanency plan is adoption or placement in another 
permanent home, the department must document steps it is taking to find an 
adoptive family or other permanent living arrangement for the child.  The 
department also must document steps it is taking to place the child with: 

 
1. A fit and willing relative; 

 
2. An adoptive family; 

 
3. A legal guardian; or 

 
4. Another planned permanent living arrangement; and 

 
5. To finalize the adoption or legal guardianship. 
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42 USC 675 Sec. 475 
 

At a minimum, placement documentation must include child specific recruitment 
efforts, such as the use of state, regional, and national adoption exchanges.  These 
may include electronic exchange systems. 

42 USC 675, Sec. 475 
 
4500 PLACEMENT CASE PLANNING  
 

A. When making an adoptive or out-of-home placement decision, the emphasis 
must be placed on the best interest of the child, taking into account the 
particular child, parents, and circumstances. 

RCW 26.33.010 
 

B. An adoption or out-of-home placement shall not be delayed or denied on the 
basis of the race, color, or national origin of the adoptive or foster parent or 
the child involved.  This provision does not apply to nor affect the Indian 
Child Welfare Act of 1978, 25 USC, Section 1901 et seq. 

42 USC 671a; RCW 26.33.010 
 

C. The department shall consider giving preference to an adult relative over a 
non-related caregiver when determining a placement for a child, provided 
that the relative caregiver meets all relevant state child protection standards. 

42 USC 471 
 

D. CA shall not deny or delay the placement of the child for adoption when an 
approved family is available outside the jurisdiction or office with 
responsibility for handling the case of the child. 

42 USC 671a 
 

E. CA shall grant an opportunity for a fair hearing to an individual who alleges 
that the state has denied or delayed the placement of a child contrary to the 
requirements of paragraph B or D above. 

42 USC 671a 
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